
Date: June 3, 2026 

To: Secretaries of State 
From: Wendy Via and Heidi Beirich, Ph.D. 
Global Project Against Hate and Extremism 
www.globalextremism.org 

Re: GPAHE Survey on Voter Fears 

We are writing as co-founders of Global Project Against Hate and Extremism (GPAHE) to 
apprise you of some significant opinion research results. In March 2026, GPAHE conducted a 
nationally representative survey regarding people’s sense of fear at polling places and in 
participating in election-related activities. The results are alarming. This poll replicates research 
GPAHE conducted in 2022 that similarly found widespread fears surrounding the safety of 
voting and polling places. 

Less than half of those polled feel safe at their polling places. Worse, only 22 percent feel 
completely safe at events like political rallies and candidate forums, and only 17 percent feel 
completely safe attending a demonstration or protest. Respondents were asked how comfortable 
they feel discussing candidate choices with others. A third of Americans, 29 percent, are afraid or 
nervous to do so. These numbers are alarming and speak to the lack of trust in our institutions 
and could be an indicator of significant unwillingness to participate in important aspects of our 
democratic processes.   

On Election Day, Americans are most worried about acts of violence, voter harassment, and 
fraud at their own polling places and across the country. More than 60 percent are worried about 
people carrying weapons at the polling place as well as a possible violent attack or shooting. 
Among the greatest fears for Black and Latino people is others carrying guns at the polls.  

Harassment of Black people and Latinos, intimidation from politically motivated poll workers, 
fear of right-wing extremists, militias showing up, Proud Boys as poll watchers, and people not 
being allowed to cast a vote all come in at more than 50 percent of respondents saying 
they’re fearful of these things on Election Day.   

http://www.globalextremism.org
https://globalextremism.org/post/americans-have-significant-fears-about-voting-survey-2026/
https://globalextremism.org/post/alarming-new-data-shows-americans-are-worried-about-violent-attacks-intimidation-at-polls/


Another disturbing result shows that 33 percent of Americans today say they are “very” worried 
about future violent attacks by ICE. This is even higher than the number who are worried about 
extremist groups like the white supremacist Proud Boys at 26 percent or armed militias at 27 
percent.   

ICE is more of a concern than extremist groups at the polls. 54 percent are afraid of ICE or the 
National Guard being deployed to monitor polling stations. When asked about an ICE attack, 
70percent of Black and Latino people reported being worried, while 49 percent of white people 
did so. The use of these agencies is clearly divisive, and a law enforcement presence at polling 
places can cause people to feel less safe, especially people of color.  

Most concerning is that a full 15 percent of voters would leave without voting if they witnessed 
or experienced harassment or intimidation. That includes 21percent of Black people and 22 
percent of Latinos compared to 11 percent of white people. And 19 percent of Gen Z and 25 
percent of younger Millennials would leave. This obviously presents a challenge at a time it’s 
imperative that young people are brought into the democratic process and their faith in the 
system is bolstered.  

To allay voters’ fears, there is a practical measure that Secretaries of State can take—and the 
public highly supports--banning firearms at the polls. 

Some 68 percent of those polled, up from 63 percent in 2022 and including 62 percent of 
Republicans, support bans on firearms within 100 feet of polling places. Importantly, 62 percent 
of gun owners agree. 

GPAHE recommends that secretary of state offices treat polling places as special places of 
concern for the carrying of firearms, which our survey shows the public would prefer. Our 
survey found that taking measures to restrict firearms in polling places has widespread support 
among all demographics and political party affiliations.  

Currently, a total of 17 states have prohibitions on open and concealed carrying of firearms at 
polling places and a total of 20 ban concealed carry (one state only bans handguns). That’s up 
from 12 states in 2022. We recommend that all states ban all weapons in and around polling 
places.  

The banning of guns at polling places is a sensible precaution. There is considerable evidence 
that fears by those surveyed are warranted when it comes to guns and voter intimidation. The 
Coalition to Stop Gun Violence has documented such instances and provides guidance on what 
states and localities can do to keep polls safe from gun violence (the situation in each state is 
considerably different).  

Additionally, given the public’s fears about ICE or other federal law enforcement activity at the 
polls, secretaries of state should be clear this is not welcomed by voters. 
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https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/chart-state-prohibitions-guns-election-locations
https://www.thetrace.org/newsletter/daily-bulletin-preventing-armed-intimidation-at-the-polls/
https://www.csgv.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/CSGV-GunsAtThePolls-X.pdf


In addition to banning firearms, GPAHE recommends Secretary of State offices should: 

➢ Communicate early and clearly plans and assurances that the elections will be fair and 
honest. 

➢ Use the authority of the secretary of state offices to counter any misinformation about the 
elections. 

➢ Communicate to the public instructions for what a voter should do if intimidated or 
harassed or if they see evidence of intimidation of others. 

➢ Reject any possible federal efforts to place ICE or other federal agents near the polls. 

The fears surrounding elections and the democratic process are real and have the potential to 
suppress participation and infringe upon Americans’ right to vote. Given the nationwide concerns 
over various forms of interference in the mid-terms, GPAHE’s survey data is a call to action for 
secretaries of state nationwide. 

You can find additional analysis from our poll on our website. If you would like to discuss 
GPAHE’s survey results, please don’t hesitate to contact us.  We would be happy to assist in any 
way in making our elections and polling places safe and fair. 

Sincerely, 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	  

	 	 	  

Wendy Via 
wendy@globalextremism.org 

Heidi Beirich, Ph.D. 
heidi@globalextremism.org 
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