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Dear Mr Agrawal,
dear Mr Pichai,
dear Mr Zuckerberg,

As the world watches Putin’s brutal and deadly invasion of Ukraine in horror, your companies
must decide which side of history they are on. You can fulfil your responsibilities as global
corporations, on which billions depend, and do all you can to avoid more death and
destruction in an illegal act of war that has already led to thousands of deaths, millions of
refugees, and massive destruction of cities and towns.

The choice should be an easy one. Tech companies have already removed some Russian
propaganda outlets including RT and Sputnik News. However, key political figures who are
spreading hate and disinformation, helping to fuel this war, are still present on major
platforms. One of the examples is Alexander Dugin, the ideologue of ‘national-bolshevism’
and one of the key propagandists of the Russian aggression, who is popular with neo-fascist
groups worldwide. His Facebook fanpage is still live. Further, dangerous international fascist
and white supremacist groups continue to find inspiration in such propaganda.

The Putin war propaganda channels are still prominent on the major social media platforms.
Some obvious examples include the pro-Kremlin Twitter accounts, among many, many
others. This disinformation leads to harm and contributes to the threats against democracies
everywhere. These channels and accounts need to be removed immediately.



A piecemeal approach is unacceptable. Any channel or account spewing pro-war propaganda
and disinformation must be deplatformed altogether, especially those of the politically
powerful who would use the loopholes afforded to them by companies with a misguided
sense of ‘newsworthiness.’

The steps tech companies, including your own, have taken since the Russian invasion of
Ukraine are not good enough and we have seen how discrimination, hate, violence, and even
genocide have occurred while big tech fiddles.

This time, your companies must step up and do the right thing, take a lesson from the people
of Ukraine and all those supporting them, including the Russian peace movement, and put
humanity before profit and power.

The above letter was written on the initiative of the Global Project Against Hate and
Extremism (USA) and the ‘NEVER AGAIN’ Association (Poland) and it has been supported by
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